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THE  RURi;L  D ISTRICT  COUNCIL  of  CLITIiERCE 

REPORT  of  t.-he  OFFICER  of  HEALTH  for  the 

'■/Var  ->"lGt~I^cember , 194^ 


To  tlae  Chairnan  end  Members 
of  the  Council- 

Gentlemen, 

STATISTICS.. 


The  District  comprises  thirteen  Parishes,  totalling  32,170 
acres.  The  area  is  largely  agricultural,  and  full  employment  in 
this  ana  the  other  smaller  industries  of  the  district  obtains  now. 

Births:  Fifty-three  births  have  been  recorded  in  the  local  register, 
but  this  does  not  include  such. -.inw,^^^  outward  registrations  as 
will  appear  in  the  Registrar  iS'eneral's  returns,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
properly  be  used  to  calculate  birth  rate. 


Deaths : Deaths  occurring  and’ 'registered  in  the  District  for  the  year 
number  62,  and  I have  received, notice  of  l8  transferable  deaths, 
making  8b  in  all,  i.ji  analysis"; of  returns  makes  it  possible  to 

.'classify  deaths  as  under  __  

" ■'  ---y-- --.r  •-  ■ Humher  of 

. Causii  of  death  • ' ’ , deaths  registered 


influenza 

Cerebro -Spinal  fever 

.Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  /' 

.T-n-csr,  buco . cav.  and  occupational  (M) 
■ ' uterus  . ' (F) 

-CO-  . breast ■ - . ’ 

-do-  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 
Heart  cisease 

Caher  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis,  acute 
-do-  chronic 
Premature  birth 

Birth  injury,  etc. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 
Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 


^.11  other  causes 


8 

Total  8o 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  HSixLTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers; 

Medical  Officer  of  Health;  T.G.  Richards,  M.B . ,Ch.B . ,M.R.C .S . , 

L.R.C.P. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 77. H.  Jackson. 


Other  Officers; 

The  .Tuberculosis 5 V.D.,  and  Child  V^dfare  Services, 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  School  Nurse  and  Hea.lth  Visitors  are  controlled 
€uid  staffed  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 


The  Midwives  Service  is  the  District  Nursing  Association 
cf  Queen's  Nurses. 


hosf: 


The  arrangements  for  Geaorai  Medical  and  Surgical  cases, 
Infectious  Diseases,  are  the  sarno  as  in  previous 

I'r.  s cr s • 


Ttie  Sanatoria  are  those  provided  by  the  Lancathirc 

teicT.'  Council. 


A There  is  no  maternity  home  in  the  District,  cases 
ceil..  : c^rsituea,  when  necessary,  to  the  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmarv, 
cr  cne  Rreston  Royal  Infirmary.  ^ 


Chl?.a 

have 


JZgITare;_  Centres,  under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council 
oeen  established  in  Whalley,  Chipping  and  Chatburn., 


9 


SANITARY  CIRCUIvISTAJTCES  in  the  AREA, 


water  Supplies;  These  are  as  in  previous  reports.  There  have 
bcu-n  nc  exti-nsicns  auring  the  year. 

Sewage  Disposal;  These  fre  all  conducted  as 
in  my  ir.st  report,  ana  are,  subject  to  my  previous  remarks  regarding 
tn^  necc-ssity  for  a sewage  scheme  in  those  areas,  satisfactory. 

Scavenging,  Refuse  Removal  end  Disposal; 


Scavenging,  with  the  exception  of  the  areas  of  Kurst  Gr 
tiswell  and  Chatburn,  which  are  dealt  with  by  contract,  ip  do-- 
Qirect  labour,  and  is  satisfactory.  ' ' ' 


01.1,, 


dy 


HCySBTG^. 

Regular  inspections  cf  house  property  ha.ve  been  mace,  and 
c.s  repertoQ  in  previous  years,  we  find  tho  common  defects  to  bo 
Ccimpnvjss,  insufficient  ventilation,  and  somotimes  sewao-e  difflca’l- 
possible,  steps  have  been  t aken  to  insure  the  .iromovn' 
01  these  defects.  V/hen  the  present  emergoncy  ends,  it  will  be 
necessary^  to  undertake  a mor.j  energetic  policy  towards  hous.in'-^  t'^ar 
13  l oosibic  at  present,  for  many  of  tho  doficiencies  are  frnda- 
n.cin.,al  in  the  construction  of  many  of  the  older  properties  in  this 

Ii;SPECTICN  and  SUPERVISICN  of  FOOD. 

I'.Ij.  T>oi  ries  and  Cow  sheds; 


out, 


hv^el^l-ur  inspections  of  farms  and  cowsheds  have  been  carried 
..nu  the  miinor  difficulties  dealt  with. 


Th.^re  cre  tv;o  hclders  of  licences  to  produce  tuberculin 
tecLce  miDi.,  anu  holders  of  "Accredited'*  licences. 

^ The  examinations  of  milk  aro  made  by  the  Pathologist  at  the 
’■I  'iJi  noyal  Infirmary. 


. icing  plant  at  Chaigloy,  following  a defect  in 

3 r.r  . ..ng  tank,  has  been  changed  f ji'om  the  High  T.-mpe, nature  Short 
1" ‘-  w tho^older  method  of  pasteurisation,  pending  rupc  ir 
.-icW-r  one.  Samples  taken  have  all  been  satisfactory  .jinot. 

“ GLiughtorhouscai 


^ is  one  slaughterhouse  at  Stonyhurst  College.  Notices 

- - ‘n  r».ceivou  of  slaughter  of  pigs  at  farms,  and  In  mo3t  cusjs 
y>i.  Cl  the  meat  was  maue , ana  in  no  case  so  inspected  vu.s  it, 

. f f- 1 nr-j  x'  ' - « 
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FRF'VALENCE . and  CONTROL  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  > 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during  the 
year  I943  was  67,  discribuLed  quarterly  thuss- 


January  ~ March  41 
/.vrll  - June  12 
July  - September  6 
October  - December  8 


Total  67 

Particularised  they  fell  as  follows 

No.  of  notifications 

Infectious  disease  received 

Measles  40 

Diphtheria  1 

Scarlet  Fever  12^ 

Whooping  cough  ' 7 

"Pneumonia"  5 

Erysipelas  1 

Cerebro-Spinal  fever  1 

Total  3Zl 

The  high  notification  rate  fbr  measles  was  the  result  of 
an  epidemic  of  this  illness  in  the  District,  which,  commencing 
in  early  February,  finished  in  mid-March. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tho  total  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year 
'.•-■as  10,  oc.npared  with  7 in  1942.  Of  these  10,  8 were  pulmonary 
"•nd  2 ricn-:v;Jinonary  conditions.  Three  cases  were  removed  from 
the  nagis'ccr  in  the  year. 

On  list  December,  1943,  the  Register  stands  thuss- 


TOTAL 

PUL  .'O.TARY  NON-PULMOJARY  PULMONARY  & NON -PULMONARY 


Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

e 

6 

14 

6 

4 

10 

14 

10 

24 

It  is  noted  that,  of  the  new  notifications  received,  8 came 
in  respect  of  cases  in  or  about  Whalloy.  Six  of  these  cases  were 
pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary . This  ±q  not  a feature  of  noti- 
fication in  previous  years,  as  the  Register  shows,  and  is  not  to 
be  explained,  in  my  view,  on  grounds  of  housing  or  occupation. 

SCHOOLS . 


to  be  clean. 

1942. 


These  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  found 
The  closet  and  privy  accommodation  is  the  same  as  in 
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D lA  r.V  II  T i,0,y  o_ 

The  present  position  in  the  imrr.un;l eation  of  chiloren 
diphtheria  is  probably  the  most  satisfacterv  of  all  7wrk,  i;-> 
District.  By  the  end  of  1942  a'imost  all  the  school  chilareo  ir. 
the  Council's  Area  hao  been  iirmiunised,  and  a high  percentage  of  the 
children  under  five . 

This  year  we  have  found  less  than  15  children  at  eohcol 
•..ho  (a.)  had  not  been  immunised' or  (b)  whose  parents  refused  con- 
sent. 

In  the  case  of  children  unaer  five,  it  was  found  that  the 
major ity  were ^children  who  had  reached  their  first  year  since  the 
last  series  of  sessions,  or  who  had  missed  the  last  session  for 
unavoidable  reasons. 

In  no  case,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  has  immunisation  been 
follov^ed  by  untoward  results,  and  on  only  three  occasions  has. there 
been  any  notable  Iccal  reaction. 

I nm  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a position  which  gives 
reason  for  satisfaction.  , . 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.G.  hICHABDS.,  • 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


